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The main theorem of the paper is that every knot-type may occur as the real Milnor fibre of an
isolated space curve singularity. To some extent this brings us back to the origins of Milnor fibre
theory, since Milnor was investigating knots when he wrote the seminalSingular points of complex
hypersurfaces[Princeton Univ. Press, Princeton, NJ, 1968;MR0239612 (39 #969)].

Included in the paper are techniques called hidden scaffolding and helping curves which assist
in the construction of the knot. In addition they show that no curve of multiplicity 3 can have a
knotted real Milnor fibre. They also give evidence that, for knots, the Milnor number of the curve is
relatively high; in fact they conjecture that knotting does not occur for curves with Milnor number
less than 10.

Reviewed byKevin Houston

References

1. Akbulut, S. and King, H., All knots are algebraic.Commentari Mathematici Helvetici, 1981,
56, 339–351.MR0639356 (83m:57005)

2. Buchweitz, R.-O. and Greuel, G.-M., The Milnor number and deformations of complex curve
sigularities.Inventionnes Mathematicae, 1980,58, 241–281.MR0571575 (81j:14007)

3. Greuel, G.-M., On deformations of maps and curve singularities (to appear).
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